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On route towards La Mure: Ecclesial 
prophetic experience and charism of 

St Peter-Julian Eymard 
 
 
We are a group of friends, unpretentiously called 
‘Group St Peter-Julian’, meeting at least four times a 
year, particularly during the important liturgical times, 
for a catechesis with a wide scope whether regarding 
its content or contributors. The items of faith are also 
transmitted in real itineraries of faith or pilgrimages, 
focused each year in a kind of journey and a 
pilgrimage taking 6-8 days. 
We thus organized a pilgrimage (23-29 August 2014) 
towards the birthplace of St Peter-Julian Eymard, La 
Mure d’Isère (40 km to the south of Grenoble) and the 
group prepared all the significant stages of this route. 
Here are some of these arranged according to their 
content. 
 
 
1. THREE STAGES UNDERLINING THE PROPHETIC 

CHARACTER OF THE CONTEMPORARY CHURCH 
 
At Sotto il Monte we were invited to rediscover the 
simple roots of Pope John XXIII’s holiness, 
synthesized in the famous ‘Decalogue of daily 
events’, which was particularly stimulating by its 
concreteness. The visit to places recalling Pope John 
XXIII (house of his birth, Ca’ Maitino) was crowned for 
some of the group by meeting Cardinal Loris 
Capovilla.  
 
At Bose, a community that was born on the same day 
as the closing of the Second Vatican Council and 
under its sign, ecumenical monasticism was 
presented to us by two young monks. We participated 
with numerous guests, mainly young, to their 

communal Eucharistic celebration, which was made 
solemn by the presence of long lines of monks and 
nuns in white robes and poignant liturgical music a 
feature of the community. 
 

 
Taizé: there was much expectation regarding this 
meeting-experience of the principal worldwide point of 
reference for youth, and our hopes weren’t 
disappointed. The great number of youths who were 
searching, the numerous groups gathered for 
reflection and prayer spread across open air places, 
and also in the church, the great collective prayer 
characterized by deep silence, and even the self-
service meal, all these features were various 
components made for an experience that gave us the 
taste of a life of a different intense and simple world, 
an alternative to the common life to which we are 
‘constrained’ in contrast. The group in harmony with 
the groups present took part in the prayer-reflection 
on the theme of mercy. 
 
Cluny, with its imposing ruins, reminded us of the 
great medieval monasticism that marked, at the level 
of Christianity, all Europe as the spiritual and juridical 
reference point of 1500 monasteries. 
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2. THE PLACES LINKED TO ST PETER-JULIAN EYMARD 
 
Lyons-Fourvière 
Apart from the classic visit to the historical centre and 
the Cathedral of St John (a setting of two Ecumenical 
Councils, commemorated by the Apostolic Nuncio of 
Francis Monsignor Giuseppe Roncalli) and the visit to 
the imposing Basilica of Fourvière, we emphasize an 
intense moment of prayer in the ‘Chapel of the Virgin.’ 
A marble inscription recalls that in this chapel Father 
Eymard on 21 January 1851, while praying, received 
a singular grace: “The Eucharist had no religious 
institute to honour and make it known. There should 
be one.” His Eucharistic vocation had its origin from 
this. 
We prayed praising the Virgin through whom Father 
Eymard – ad Jesum per Mariam – felt lead by the 
hand to the Eucharist. Thanksgiving and intercession 
were made so that the Institute he founded may in the 
future always be more faithful to the eymardian 
charism. 
 
La Mure 
The wise used to say once that “the end is first in 
intention and the last to be accomplished”. Thus La 
Mure is the furthest point, but always present and 
recalled in various circumstances of the journey. We 
are grateful to Father Manuel Barbiero sss, the 
superior of the local community, for his presentation 
of Father Eymard and his ‘souvenirs’: the house-
museum where he died, the Eymard chapel in course 
of being restructured, the family tomb in the nearby 
cemetery. The body of St Peter-Julian is no longer at 
La Mure. Reflection and prayer to St Peter-Julian, 
whose name the group has taken, ended our visit 
there. 
 
Ars 
The visit to the church and house of the holy Curé 
Jean-Marie Vianney is also the occasion to recall the 
strong spiritual friendship between the two saints and 
their common devotion to the Eucharist. They had 
also devotion to Our Lady of La Salette, while Father 
Eymard has a privileged place among the numerous 
pilgrims of that Shrine.  
 
Our Lady of La Salette (1846) 
Father Eymard defended the authenticity of the 
apparitions to Maxim and Mélanie (1856) at La 
Salette at Forman and he was the first to make known 
at Lyons (end of 1846) the message of the Virgin. As 
a fervent and faithful pilgrim he would go to La Salette 
at least a dozen times, but not before the official 
approbation by the Church of these apparitions. On 
18 August 1852 he wrote in the register of pilgrims: 
“If I didn’t have the opportunity of being a Marist, I 
would ask my bishop as a special favour to be 
consecrated body and soul to the service of Our Lady 
of La Salette… I am glad today to embrace with love 
and gratitude this blessed place, this mountain of 
salvation.” (Signed: Eymard, Marist.) 
 

I like to think that Father Eymard has accompanied 
and favoured us in the movingly strong experience 
that we lived at the Shrine: the prayer and torchlight 
procession in the evening, the celebration in the 
morning, the devotional path outside the Shrine and… 
the splendid mountains!   
 
To end the pilgrimage there were some interesting 
stages comprising historical, cultural and artistic 
features: Provence with Avignon, Arles and Nîmes to 
taste especially the characteristic roman aspect of 
‘Gaul’.  
 
Protected by Our Lady of Loreto, to whom we 
entrusted ourselves at the start of our pilgrimage, 
sustain by a spirit of a friendly group and faith, 
animated by Father Leopoldo Cristinelli and Father 
Silvano Nicoli, the pilgrimage of our ‘Group St Peter-
Julian’ came to a close in joy with the litany of Loreto. 
 
San Benedetto del Tronto, 17 September 2014 
 
FR LEOPOLDO CRISTINELLI, SSS 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Lay SSS in Lima  
 
Hello ... ‘Colochos’ and Puertoriqueans ... it is a warm 
greeting that has always been in our heart. Starting 
from our experiences with every one of our brothers, 
who have accompanied us in this process of 
constructing lay SSS communities.  
 
They invite us to understand the ideal of living fully 
the mystery of the Eucharist and to reveal its 
meaning. They inspire us with the teachings and 
example of St Peter-Julian Eymard, apostle of the 
Eucharist. He responded to the needs of the society 
of his day by proclaiming the love of God manifested 
in the Eucharist and encouraged the lay faithful to 
share as associate members the charism and mission 
of the Congregation of the Blessed Sacrament.  
 
On last July 12

th
 we shared the path that we have 

followed, analyzing the strengths and weaknesses. In 
this context we reflected about our concern for 
“Doing” things, for being noticed. At the same time we 
asked ourselves for the need to see everyone’s life 
from the point of view of its “Being”, to nurture our 
lives. Many of us have acted constructing projects 
concerned about “Doing”. We were told that what we 
do shows what we are, represents what we are. But, 
is this really true? Can human beings be defined only 
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for what we do? On some occasions it is more 
important how we present ourselves to society, 
regarding our profession, our work, the people we 
relate to, the places we go, etc ...  

 
The activism of each day surrounds us; we are 
motivated by the desire to show off that we do things. 
We live in function of realizing different tasks every 
day. But, does this really make us happy, satisfy us, 
give us peace? Wouldn’t it be more important to 
invest time in ourselves than to spend it in “Doing” 
things? How much time do you dedicate to yourself, 
to listen to yourself, to feel and reflect about your life 
being a gift? 
 
How much time do you dedicate to the people around 
you, to give value to what they are and not only to 
what they do? It is time to revise your life and to 
realize if you are more concerned about “Doing” than 
about “Being”. It will be important to ask ourselves if it 
we know and accept ourselves as we are. Remember 
that what you are, what you live, your essence is what 
you project and show to others.  
 
This exercise of reflection has helped us to find the 
place in our Life Project, regarding Chapter II: “A life 
moulded by the Eucharist” ... the Eucharist moulds 
our personal, familiar and social lifestyle. Let us seek 
to understand every reality through the light of this 
Sacrament.  
 
NotiBIP September 2014 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Echoes of the International Programme 
of Preparation for the Perpetual 
Profession (IP4) in Brazzaville 

 
Dear confreres, as set out in our General Statutes 
60.02.2: “Before perpetual profession, provinces/ 
regions will organize a preparation of three months, 

under the direction of a competent guide appointed by 
the provincial/regional superior…” According to this 
idea, the IP4 of this year 2014 was held in Brazzaville 
from 10 July to 27 September to concretize the 
decision taken by the superiors at the meeting of the 
African Conference (AC), which took place at the 
Retreat Centre of the Cistercian Monastery of 
Butende in Masaka (Uganda) from 18 to 20 March 
2014. 
 
For this year the IP4’s participants were the following 
six candidates: brothers Albert Ngamayamu and 
Paulin Manianga, from the Province of Blessed 
Isidore Bakanja (Dem. Rep. Congo), Gires Younga 
and Rodolphe Mboya, from the Region of Cardinal 
Émile Biayenda (Republic of the Congo), Silverio 
Ernesto from Mozambique, Province of St Peter-
Julian Eymard, and Bernard Sarr, from the Region of 
Our Lady of Africa (Senegal). 
 

 
From left to right: Gires, Paulin, Albert, Silverio, P. 
Barthélémy, Rodolphe, Bernard. 
 
The opening Eucharistic celebration was presided by 
Father Martin Tine, a General Consultor who is in 
charge of formation and of Africa, in the presence of 
Fathers Brel Malela, Superior of the Region Cardinal 
Émile Biayenda and vice-president of the AC, Aimé 
Porret, Claude Bengui, regional treasurer and 
treasurer of the IP4, Jean de Dieu Passy, Barthélémy 
Kangu, director of the IP4 and the six participants of 
the IP4 and two scholastics who were on internship. 
In his exhortation, Father Martin emphasized and 
encouraged the participants to take this precious time 
seriously. For it is a unique period in religious life to 
live a prolonged moment in intimacy with the Lord. It 
also enables verifying our fidelity towards him who is 
always faithful towards us. He added that this period 
is a preparation for perpetual vows and not a 
preparation for the accompanying ceremony. 
 
Regarding the Mass of closure or Mass of sending 
out, this was presided by Father Edgard Diéme, who 
had also preached the retreat at Vouela to close this 
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stage of preparation. This celebration included the 
participation of Fathers Brel Malela, Cyriaque 
Onuoha, Claude Bengui, Jean de Dieu Passy, 
Barthélémy Kangu as well as the candidates for 
perpetual profession. It was an occasion rich in 
teachings, personal meditation and sharing of 
experiences, the themes approached being the 
following: “the life of a disciple/apostle, in a biblical 
perspective” by the Abbé Ildevert Mouanga, “Eymard 
and the Congregation” by Father Casimir Moukouba 
sss, “the mission of the Congregation” by Father 
Jean-Jacques Nkodia sss, “religious life” by Father 
Claver Boundja op, “the vow of obedience” by Father 
Claude Bitemo sj, “the vow of poverty” by Sister 
Rolande Milandu fmm, “the vow of chastity” by Father 
Thaddée Mupapa sss and “Eucharistic spirituality” by 
Father Juslin Biahoua sss. 
 
We point out in passing that the week of integration 
took place at Pointe Noire; we were touched by the 
welcome of Father Jean-Jacques Nkodia at the 
community of the Holy Spirit of Mpaka and the 
richness of sharing regarding our charism with the 
Sister Servants of the Blessed Sacrament. With them 
we had conversation about their understanding of the 
charism, followed by the Eucharistic celebration and 
sharing of a fraternal meal. 

 
In general we thank all the persons who have thought 
out, programmed, organised and realised this 
programme of preparation for perpetual profession. In 
particular we are bound to thank the AC, Father 
Edgard Diéme and Father Brel Malela, who had 
asked Father Thaddée Mupapa, then Superior of the 
Province of Blessed Isidore Bakanja, for his readiness 
to lead and support this programme. 
 
We bless the Lord so that through the intercession of 
our Founder, St Peter-Julian Eymard and Our Lady of 
the Blessed Sacrament, the work realised may bring 
good fruits in the life of each participant. May they be 
throughout their life true heirs of our Founder’s 
charism and may they live as true disciples/apostles 
of the Eucharist in the world that is challenging us. 
 
FATHER BARTHÉLÉMY KANGU, SSS 
DIRECTOR OF THE IP4 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The two brothers of Congo-Brazzaville have done 
their perpetual vows on October 3 at Saint Pierre-
Claver and on October 4 they have been ordained 
deacons at the Sainte Anne Basilica of Brazzaville. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

An ordinand on the Feast of St. Peter 
Julien Eymard 

 
It was a happy coincidence that as we celebrated the 
feast of our founder, St. Peter Julien Eymard, on 
August 2, 2014, Br. George Ssali was ordained a 
priest, the sixth Ugandan SSS priest.  
 
The Lord gave us good weather which enabled the 
faithful to gather in large numbers, so much so that 
the cathedral was filled to capacity with some having 
to seat outside. The ordination Mass was presided 
over by Rt. Rev John Baptist Kaggwa, ordinary of 
Masaka Diocese. The mass started at 9.30am with a 
procession led by the Brass Band of the Masaka 
Diocese minor seminarians.  
 
The Congregation was very jubilant and lost in 
ululations, clapping, smiles, cheers as the 13 priests 
to be and 12 deacons to be filed past. The air was 
filled with festive celebrations. In his homily the 
Bishop told the candidates that the priesthood was a 
service which entailed teaching, with Christ God’s 
people. He said that the priest is a bridge between 
God and the people, between heaven and earth. He 
called on the deacons that as priests they would have 
to strive be true prophets ready to speak both sweet 
and bitter words. He urged them to undertake their 
ministry with love and dignity, ready to suffer like 
Christ but work with joy and fortitude. Drawing from 
the example and call of Pope Francis he urged them 
to go out and look for the lost sheep and not just wait 



 

 
  5 

for them in parish presbyteries. He called on them to 
give particular attention to the needs of families as 
today these are being inundated by domestic 
violence, discord, disagreements and diminishing 
interest in God. He concluded by urging them to 
imitate our first Ugandan priest Fr. Victor Mukasa. 
Following the homily the Bishop then ordained them 
priests. At the end of the Mass the Bishop 
commissioned both George and another missionary 
with a brief rite sending them out to carry the light of 
the gospel to the nations where their superiors would 
assign them. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From left to right: Martin Ochola, George Ssali, 
Stephen Kanyike. 
 
The following day Fr. George presided over his first 
Mass at his Parents home. It was a celebration that 
attracted many from the Parish. Fr. George Ssali is 
the first SSS Priest from the Blessed Sacrament 
Kimaanya Parish which is being administered by the 
Congregation. Since the parish was committed to the 
care of the Congregation, he is a fruit of the wonderful 

work and witness to the Eucharistic evangelization we 
have accomplished in the area. Interestingly he is 
also the first SSS priest who studied in the schools 
around notably Blessed Sacrament Senior Secondary 
School. We wish him a wonderful Eucharistic ministry 
in the vineyard of the Lord. 
 
FR. MARTIN OCHOLA, SSS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

VIth Assembly of the Association of 
SSS Laity of the Province of Our 

Lady of Guadeloupe 
 
The VI

th
 annual Assembly of the Association of SSS 

Laity was held at Belo Horizonte from 15 to 17 August 
2014. This event began on 15 August with the 
gradual arrival of the SSS laity coming from the 
Northeast and Southeast regions of Brazil and of 
some lay persons being called from Argentina 
(Buenos Aires and Rosario), as well as of SSS 
religious and pre-novices. 
 
This year we have had the joy of the presence among 
us of the Superior General of the SSS Congregation, 
Father Eugênio Barbosa Martins, as well as that of 
the Consultor General responsible for Latin America, 
Father Giulio Maccali. 
 
The official opening took place on Friday the 15th with 
the Provincial Coordinator, Adriana Bertoldo and the 
Superior General, Father Eugênio Martins sss. The 
community of Uberaba made a beautiful dynamic 
presentation, which involved us all in giving us a 
foretaste of the event about to unfold on the following 
days. The inspiring theme of the Assembly was “The 
Mystery that we celebrate, that we contemplate.” This 
was followed by themes related to formation and 
development.  
 
Father Hernaldo Farias sss worked all Saturday on 
the theme “Eucharistic Worship outside of Mass.” He 
was able to provide the SSS laity with a better 
awareness of the mystery that we celebrate. Father 
Eugênio addressed the issue to be taken into 
consideration about the financial autonomy of the 
Association. Then Father Giulio Maccali informed us 
about the presence of SSS laity worldwide. 
 
We have lived these moments of formation, prayer 
and fraternal sharing that confirmed us more than 
ever with the desire of the Association to undertake 
new horizons to open up and to be strengthened in 
the Eucharistic Mission as well as to spread in the 
world the charism of Saint Peter-Julian Eymard. 
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The meeting closed on Sunday with a Eucharistic 
celebration presided over by the Provincial Superior 
of the Congregation, Father Hernaldo Farias sss. At 
the end of the celebration the Provincial Coordinator 
declared the Assembly closed. 

 
“Blessed are those who meet Jesus in the Eucharist 
and all things in the Eucharist” (St. P-J Eymard). 
 
 

         
 
 

Liturgical Formation in the SSS 
communities of Fortaleza 

 
The parish of Saint Benedict organized from 25 to 27 
August 2014 the VI

th
 Liturgical Week, an initiative that 

for four years unites the two SSS communities of 
Fortaleza, those of Saint Benedict and Holy Trinity, 
with the scope of improving worship in the liturgy. 
 
The course was presented by Father Hernaldo Farias 
sss, who took advantage of this occasion also to 
make his first visit as Provincial Superior to these 
communities. 
 

 
At this event more than 80 persons from the two 
communities participated. They in one way or another 
carry out the liturgy in the church, either as readers or 
cantors. 
 

We are grateful for the ready availability of our 
Provincial Superior , who offers us these occasions of 
formation, and likewise for the commitment of our 
parish priest, Father Jackson Frota, who since taking 
charge of the parish administration of this community 
works with zeal for God’s house and for improving the 
worship carried out by the liturgical and pastoral 
teams. 
 
 

         
 
 

Project ‘Eucharistic Life’ at the 
Cenacle St Benedict 

 
Thanks be to God we have carried out this year the 
Annual Retreat of the Parish of St Benedict and Our 
Lady of Patronage, a religious and formative event 
that was part of the Project ‘Eucharistic Life’ of the 
Congregation of the Religious of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 
 

 
This year the theme of the meeting was: “Eucharist as 
Gift of Salvation”. Our retreat speaker was the bishop 
of the diocese of Paracatu – Monsignor Jorge Alves 
Bezerra sss, who overwhelmed us with grace on this 
Sunday filled by reflections, prayers and praise. Our 
parish priest, Fr Jackson Frota sss, paid respect on 
behalf of all the parishioners to three members of the 
faithful, who made part of the history of the Shrine 
and who have contributed to the evangelization: Dona 
Ednir Guimarães, Dona Aparecida Mendes (social 
pastoral worker) and Dona Alda Meireles (in 
memoriam). 
 
In the context of fraternal welcome of our brothers, we 
received the voluntary contribution of a valuable 
team, who prepared a delicious soup for all to be able 
to satisfy their hunger and continue to enjoy the 
nourishment of the spirit offered by our parish priest. 
 
 



 

 
  7 

We hope that these rich moments will bear their fruit 
in the Spirit to our parishioners, adorers and friends of 
the Shrine. 
Fraternal greetings. 
 
LIDUINA ARAUJO 
SSS LAY ASSOCIATE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elections 
 
 

Province Nossa Senhora de Guadalupe 
Argentina-Brazil-Chili 

12 August 2014 

Superior Provincial Fr. Hernaldo Pinto Farias 

13 August 2014 

Vicar Provincial Fr. Antonio Jackson Frota 
Consultor Provincial Fr. Renivaldo Bruno Da Cruz 
Consultor Provincial Fr. José Laudares De Avila 
Consultor Provincial Fr. R. Emilio Caceres Olave 
Treasurer Provincial Fr. Renivaldo Bruno Da Cruz 

Delegate to the General Chapter 
 Fr. Gilton Ferreira De Holanda 
Substitute Delegate to the GC 
 Fr. Francisco Jr De Oliveira Marques 
 
 
 

Province Holy Spirit 
Australia 

25 September 2014 

Superior Provincial Fr. Joachim Dirks 
Vicar Provincial Fr. Philip Watkins 
Consultor Provincial Fr. Kenneth Boland 
Treasurer Provincial Fr. Patrick Negri 

Delegate to the General Chapter 
 Fr. Philip Watkins 
Substitute Delegate to the GC 
 Fr. Kenneth Boland 
 
 
 

         
 
 
 

Documents uploaded on 

www.curiasss.net 

 

Reserved area: SSS Documents: 

Folder /  
English / Father Eymard / Writings 
PJ Eymard, A thought per day 
 
Español / Padre Eymard / Escritos 
PJ Eymard, Un pensamiento para cada dia 
 
Français / Père Eymard / Ecrits 
PJ Eymard, Une pensée par jour 
 
Français / Textes fondamentaux / Règle de 
Vie / Commentaire de 1987 

 
 
 
 

 R I P  
 
The death of a brother will be celebrated as a Paschal 
event filled with hope. We shall faithfully carry out the 
prescribed prayers for our deceased (RL 13). 

 
 
N. 1467 - Father Roberto Valerio BIALE 

Province : O. L. of Guadalupe 

Community: Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Died: 10 August 2014 

Age : 89 

Profession : 70 Priesthood: 64 

 

 

N. 1468 - Father Alfred RIVETT 

Province : Holy Spirit 

Community: Melbourne Aires, Australia 

Died: 17 September 2014 

Age : 84 

Profession : 64 Priesthood: 59 

 
 
N. 1469 - Brother Gerard T. HICKEY 

Province : Saint Ann 

Community: Cleveland, USA 

Died: 3 October 2014 

Age : 80 

Profession : 59 
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